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really meant abandoned—without achieving anything at all;
and the Powers fell back on a policy of " regional pacts,"
between Germany and Poland, between the Balkan states, and
(quite recently) between France and Russia.   Moreover, the
German nation, which had long been growing more and more
resentful over the position of inferiority in which it had been
placed by the Treaty of Versailles, now lost patience altogether.
This spirit of resentment was the mainspring of the rise of the
National Socialist Party tinder Adolf Hitler, which seized power
while the Conference was actually sitting.   The Republic was
replaced by the " Third Reich," and the new Government began
with a savage persecution of Jews and Communists and the
suppression of all organisations which might oppose its dicta-
torial power, such as Trade Unions, political parties, and
religious bodies.   Germany avowed her intention of rearming at
once ; and when the other Powers demurred to this, she with-
drew from the Conference and eventually from the League
of Nations.   Much the same thing happened in the case of
Japan.    The League sent " The  Lytton  CommissionJ) to
the Far East to make an enquiry into  the Sino-Japanese
dispute; and when this Commission reported Japan to be in
the wrong, that Power severed its connection with the League
altogether, and the League had to look on helplessly while the
militarist party which ruled Japan set up a vassal state of
" Manchukuo. "   Nor did the " sanctions " provided in the
Covenant prevent the conquest of Abyssinia by Italy.   " Power
politics " seem to have broken out again in even more lawless
and violent forms than before the Great War—for example,
intervention in the Spanish Civil War, the Japanese invasion of
China, and the German occupation of Austria.
Yet good may result from an excess of evil. Another great
war would destroy our civilisation altogether. Recent events
have shown up the weakness of the existing machinery for co-
operation, but the nations realise that something of the sort
must be devised. Self-preservation is the first law of life; and
" where there's a will there's a way. "

